In 2017, the owner of 101 New London Road in Newark, Delaware, the Newark Housing Authority (NHA),
announced plans to sell this residential parcel located in the northwestern section of the city (Figure 1). This
1920s dwelling is within the community known as the New London Road Historic District, an African-American
enclave with a rich history (Figure 2). NHA’s sale of the house at 101 New London Road was aided by
guidance from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Under federal law,
as outlined in Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, federal agencies
(in this case, HUD) must evaluate the potential effects that projects under their auspice may have on historic
properties. To comply with these regulations, NHA, HUD, and their consultants completed archival research
on the dwelling and the surrounding neighborhood, examined the area for archaeological resources, and
inspected the home for architectural significance. It was found that the house, while not individually unique,
was an important component of the heritage and architectural fabric of the surrounding New London Road
Historic District. Sale of the property and potential subsequent demolition by a future owner, therefore, had
the potential to remove an important piece of the district’s history. This was found to be an “adverse effect”
on the district by HUD and the Delaware State Historic Preservation Office (DE SHPO). Meetings with the
general public and those vested in the history of this area revealed similar concerns.
Following National Historic Preservation Act protocol, and based on feedback gathered during the meetings,
representatives from the NHA, HUD, the DE SHPO, and other involved parties prepared a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) outlining the steps that would be taken to mitigate the adverse effect. Because an
important element of the New London Road Historic District may be taken away, information on the history
of the community and of 101 New London Road specifically is to be shared with the public through a brief
historical narrative posted on the NHA website. This narrative is the first of the two mitigation components
required by the MOA. To meet the second requirement, an interpretive sign has been installed near 101 New
London Road to share additional information on the New London Historic District to the public.

Figure 1: 101 New London Road (in center) in February 2017.

Figure 2: Location of 101 New London Road and the New London Road Historic District
on a 2017 Aerial Image.

Once located on the outskirts of Newark, the small African-American community of New London was
established in the mid-nineteenth century as a small enclave—a few houses clustered at the south corner of
what is now Corbit Street and New London Road. According to interviews conducted with long-time area
residents, the community was bounded by the railroad tracks to the south, Creek Road (now known as N.
College Avenue) on the east, White Clay Creek on the north, and W. Main Street to the west. “Beyond any
of these four boundaries were areas controlled completely by the white residents of Newark. But within these
confines, a dynamic, friendly, and loving African American community emerged which was self-sufficient and
progressive.”1 The community grew rapidly over time, most notably after the Civil War (Figure 2).
By the 1880s, nearly two dozen families resided in the New London Road area (Figure 3 and Figure 4). Many
of the residents worked on neighboring farms and in nearby mills while some also served their community as
shop keepers, teachers, barbers, plumbers, electricians, and preachers.2 The economic successes of its
inhabitants and growing prosperity of Newark in the twentieth century resulted in the community’s expansion
and increased opportunities for area residents. In fact, by the 1940 Federal Census, more than 130 AfricanAmerican households were recorded along New London Road, W. Cleveland Avenue, N. College Avenue,
Ray Street, Corbit Street, Wilson Street, and a portion of W. Main Street.3

Figure 3: Detail of 1868 Pomeroy and Beers Atlas of Delaware4 Showing Numerous African American
Households Along New London Road.

Figure 4: Detail of 1881 Hopkins Map of Newark.5 Note the references to the “Colored School” and
“Colored Church” in the upper segment of the map.
Education was a high priority for New London residents. The first school in the area was constructed around
1880 on the east side of Corbit Street, but was moved to a two-story frame building on W. Cleveland Avenue
by 1915.6 In 1922, the “New London Avenue Colored School” was constructed with four classrooms and a
cafeteria to serve the local population (Figure 5).7 Between 1922 and 1958, all black students in the area
attended the school. The curriculum only went through 8th grade however; there was no high school for black
residents in Newark. The closest such African-American educational institution, Howard High School, now
Howard High School of Technology, was located in Wilmington. Dedicated to supporting the education of
their youth, area residents created carpools and requested bus services for students to travel to Wilmington
for their schooling. Through these efforts, many New London children successfully graduated from high
school and went on to institutes of higher learning.
A number of stores and social halls dotted the New London community from the late-nineteenth to the midtwentieth century, including a candy shop, barber shop, restaurant, Elks Lodge, and grocery—all of which
were owned and operated by area residents (Figure 6).8 In 1923, the Improved Benevolent Protective Order
of Elks of the World chartered the Pride of Delaware Lodge #349, which was later moved to 57 W. Cleveland
Avenue in 1938.9 In addition to commercial and recreational spaces, religious activities played an important
role in the lives of area residents. Three churches historically served the New London community: St. John’s
African Union First Colored Methodist Protestant Church and Connection (A.U.M.P.) Church, Pilgrim Baptist
Church, and the Mt. Zion Union American Methodist Episcopal Church (U.A.M.E.) Church. St. John’s
A.U.M.P. Church, renamed in 1996 as St. John’s African Methodist Church, is the oldest, having been
organized in a log cabin near its current site in 1848.10

Figure 5: New London School in 1922, now the George Wilson Community Center,
at 303 New London Road.11

Figure 6: Saunders Barber Shop, known as “Mr. Bobbys,” circa 1940s, one of many commercial buildings owned and
operated by African-Americans in the New London Road Community.12 The shop was once located between Church
Street and W. Cleveland Avenue along New London Road.

Houses in the New London Road community resembled other nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century,
working-class dwellings in and around Newark. They were predominantly two-story frame residences with
two to four doors and windows on each floor. Many also had porches (Figure 7). Some of the more recently
constructed homes along Terry Lane were built in the Ranch style and date from the mid-twentieth century.
While many houses in this area were owned by their occupants, several homes were rental properties.

Figure 7: Dwellings at 64–66 New London Road.
The house at 101 New London Road follows similar occupation patterns seen throughout the neighborhood.
The home was constructed between 1922 and 1929 by Robert Jones, a white funeral director, and his wife,
Esther. It was built as a two-story tall, one-room wide dwelling with a front-gabled roof. Its resemblance to
many of the neighboring homes helped create a cohesive streetscape, which can be seen on the 1929
Sanborn Fire Insurance Company map of the area created shortly after the house was built (Figure 8). The
house and lot passed through several owners, including Mathew and Alverta Johnson in 1930, Dorothy and
Bernard Saunders in 1961, and Sherman Jackson in 1970, as a home for generations of African-American
families who called the New London Road Community home. The NHA acquired the parcel in 1981. During
a study completed in 1998 by the Delaware Department of Transportation, it was found that the New London
Road Historic District is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places for its important association with
the African-American history of Newark.13
Over the past several decades, and particularly after 2000, a number of homes in the area were demolished
to make way for modern houses.14 Despite such changes, the remaining buildings in the New London Historic
District continue to reflect the importance of this area as an African-American center and neighborhood.
To hear oral histories recorded by former residents of the New London area, visit:
https://www.artcons.udel.edu/outreach/diversity-initiatives/new-london-road/introduction

Figure 8: House at 101 New London Road as Depicted on the 1929 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
of Newark.15
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